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Our mission is saving lives by improving lung health 

and preventing lung disease.

Oldest voluntary health organization in the United States

Founded in 1904 to fight tuberculosis

Grassroots organizations with over 1,200 staff and 300,000 volunteers



What role does a RT have in a non-profit:

Advocacy?

Media/Communications?

Education?

Fund Development?



ADVOCACY



Find 

Your 

Legislator

http://www.leg.state.or.us/



Know your legislators

Rep. Chris Garrett

1. Attend a town hall meeting

2. ñVisitò before 2011 session begins

1. In person

2. On the phone

3. Letter

4. Email

3. Leave a card



Issues

That 

Matter 

To You

http://www.lungusa.org/get-

involved/advocate/lung-action-network/





Media/Communications



Be a media resource to a non-profit

ñHello, 

This is Anna from Channel One News.  Weôre 

doing a story on SuchandSuch Elementary 

where mold was just discovered in the gym and 

would like to speak with a medical professional 

about the effect mold can have on a child with 

asthma.  Can you connect me with someone as 

soon as possible?  My deadline is 3 pm.ò

(Itôs 12:30)



The State of Tobacco Control - Oregon

*Write a Letter to the 

Editor

*Respond to media calls 

for ALA

*Add to your 

organizationôs listserv or 

newsletter



Fund Development



Directing traffic

Cheer them on

Volunteer at Events



*Phone calls

*Thank you cards

*Committees 

Janet helping with

fund development tasks

Other Fund Development  Opportunitiesé



EDUCATION



Choose your audienceé.

Many individuals tend to prefer providing education 

to children, adults, or seniors.

Programs focused on education can be one-on-

one, group training, presentation, facilitation

Programs can be ongoing, several times, or once



ALAO Programs at a Glance





Become a Facilitator or a Guest Speaker

ñAs a Better Breathers Club 

facilitator, I have learned 

more about living with lung 

disease from these 

attendees through our 

monthly sessions than any 

professional training could 

ever offer.ò

~Cheryl, BBC Facilitator



Opportunities to participate in lung health promotion 

exist outside of established programs



In our schoolsé



*Neighborhood association 

meetings

*PTA meetings

*outreach to clinics/hospitals

*Media

In our neighborhoodsé



Spotlight on a few Respiratory Therapists at ALAO



Ed Birnbaum, RRT

Planning committee of Asthma 

Educator Institute

Faculty for Asthma Educator Institute

National Provisory Committee for 

Asthma Educator Institute

Reach the Beach participant



Ron Suchanek, RRT

Participated in Reach the Summit

On ALAO Fund Development 

Committee

On ALAO Advisory Board

Supports radon education 



Ted Welker, RRT

Participated in Camp Christmas Seals

On Program Committee

On ALAO Advisory Board

Supports Better Breathers Clubs

Nebulizer Exchange Program


